
The figure on the screen clears its throat, for the first 
time we get a good look at who it is. The face is more beaten 
than we expect, the suit is torn, and the make-up isn’t fully 
done. But we have enough to gather fully who we are looking 
at, and if we didn’t, the wide grin would give it away. We 
find ourselves looking face to face with the JOKER (?)

JOKER
What took you so long? 

Danny walks up to the screen.

DANNY
You’re a fucking asshole!

The rest look appalled.

DANNY
What? It’s a recording, he can’t 
hear me.

The group waits tensely, hoping that’s true. No response has 
come so they breath a sigh of relief.

JOKER
Now I’m sure you’re all wondering 
why you’re here. Some of you are 
here because you’re the best and 
need to prove it, some because 
you’re desperate, and some because 
the audience needs someone they 
want to die. 

KEITH
Audience?

JOKER
“what do you mean by audience?” I 
hear you cry, or words to that 
effect. This is being streamed 
worldwide, those of you with family 
members, they are watching you, and 
will see you die. Take comfort that 
know what happens to you. If you 
beat this, you or your family will 
get the promised prize. If you 
fail, you die. And if you REALLY 
fail.

The screen shows two YOUNG CHILDREN (4) being watched from 
afar as they play in their garden. The playful piece is 
broken when one of them is shot in the head. The other one 
tries to run away but receives a similar death. The screen 
cuts back to Joker.
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JOKER
Don’t worry, they weren’t your 
family members, I just needed to do 
that to prove a point. Consider 
them unlucky winners in this 
lottery of life. 

The group look suitably horrified.

JOKER
Now, some of these tests will be 
physical, some will be mental, and 
some will be luck. I truly hope you 
all survive as long as possible. 
Much more fun to see people panic 
than it is to just have them lie 
around dead and useless.

DANNY
Right, so we need to work together 
guys, okay? No matter what. We will 
beat this asshole.

Danny sticks his middle fingers up at the screen as Joker 
stares ahead. Suddenly Joker’s gaze changes and he stares 
where Danny is standing. This unsettles him.

DANNY
(nervously)

Just a coincidence, right?

JOKER
You wish it was, fucker.

An electric bolt shoots out from the television, striking 
Danny. He collapses in pain.

JOKER
Painful, right? Just imagine what 
that would do to someone with a 
pacemaker.

DANNY
You wouldn’t!

JOKER
It’s like you don’t know me at all. 
It’s very on brand for me.

TERRI
Can I just say, I’m a huge fan?
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JOKER
Good for you. You’re still going to 
die.

The television turns off, the image being replaced with a 
clock counting down from twelve. 

ANNA
Okay, that’s twelve minutes rest.

The group seem to be split between helping Danny up, and 
backing away from Terri.

TERRI
What? Do I have something on my 
face?

NICK
You said you’re a fan of him.

TERRI
Well, obviously I just said that to 
get him on my side so he’ll let me 
go. 

MELANIE
What’s that on your arm?

Terri covers up her sleeve.

TERRI
Nothing. Nothing. 

Danny grabs Terri by the arm and rolls her sleeve up, 
revealing a purple J tattoo. 

MELANIE
What the fuck is wrong with you?

Terri struggles away from him. 

TERRI
It’s just.....I think he’s so cool. 
He just doesn’t give a shit. And 
he’s right about a lot of things, 
you know?

NICK
That everybody needs to die?

TERRI
Not everybody. The system is fucked 
and needs to change. Look at Bruce 
Wayne. 
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NICK
Don’t you dare insult Mr. Wayne, 
that guy is a hero. He helped pay 
for my mother’s surgery.

TERRI
He’s a fucking billionaire. Yet his 
staff struggle to pay their 
healthcare. They work to the bone 
just to earn him more money. 

KEITH
I heard on the internet he kidnaps 
children too. Guy I worked with 
said there was this kid at this 
orphanage he grew up in, Jason 
Todd. Bruce Wayne “adopted” him, 
then we never saw him again.

TERRI
See! And why is the city so 
rundown? Outside of his manor, 
everything has turned to shit. He 
doesn’t give a shit about this city 
as long as he gets his. He holds 
masked balls for his rich friends 
while the city starves. If he paid 
his taxes we might actually be able 
to have a competent police 
department instead of having to 
rely on a vigilante to stop crime.

DANNY
He’s a hero!

TERRI
He’s an asshole!

A general argument ensues between the group.

MELANIE
CAN EVERYBODY SHUT UP!

Everyone shuts up.

MELANIE
Look, we don’t have long left. So 
no matter what happens, we will be 
better served together. Put your 
personal differences aside for now. 
Once we escape, we can all go back 
to our normal lives. Okay?

Everyone mumbles an agreement.
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MELANIE
Okay?

Everyone agrees with more certainty. Melanie steps up to 
Terri.

MELANIE
But if you even look like you’re 
going to sell us out to meet your 
“hero”, I will not hesitate to put 
a bullet in your thick skull. Okay?

KEITH
You have a gun?

MELANIE
(annoyed)

It was a figure of speech. 

TERRI
I know your type. You’re powerless 
without your gun. You know nothing 
of hand-to-hand comba-

Terri is interrupted by Melanie smashing her palm into 
Terri’s nose with a sickening crack.

TERRI
What the fuck?

MELANIE
Consider that a warning. What’s the 
matter? I thought you liked chaos. 

Danny drags Terri away as Anna leads Melanie away. As Anna is 
leading her away she notices something on the TV.

ANNA
Uh, guys.

KEITH
What is it now?

ANNA
Have you seen that?

NICK
What about it? 

ANNA
It says eleven fifty-six.

NICK
So?
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ANNA
So, so that means it’s not twelve 
minutes until the next game. It’s-

NICK
Twelve hours. 

KEITH
Twelve hours of sitting around 
waiting. 

NICK
Well that explains the hammocks. 
Any food?

A panel door opens, revealing the inside of a fridge.

KEITH
Well it’s not a total loss then. 
Free food.

ANNA
Don’t! It might be poison.

DANNY
It won’t be poison. That’s not the 
game we’re playing.

NICK
Game?

DANNY
He only wants us to die inside the 
game. It won’t be funny to kill us 
outside of it.

ANNA
Are you sure?

DANNY
I know how his mind works. 

He takes his shirt off. Terri whistles.

TERRI
Didn’t know it was that kind of 
party. I’ll leave you guys to it.

We get a better look at Danny. His chest is covered in burns.

DANNY
This isn’t his first game. He did 
this a few years ago. 
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EXT. THEME PARK (FERRIS WHEEL). NIGHT. (FLASHBACK)

We see a fresher faced Danny, sitting next to him is CLIVE 
(40). The two of them are sitting in a ferris wheel cabin, 
holding onto a the bar in front of them, an anguished look of 
pain on their faces. A clock behind them counting down from 
30 seconds.

We get a close-up of their hands. A drip of sweat lands on 
the bar and starts to sizzle and evaporate. 

DANNY
(in pain)

Come on, Clive. Just twenty-five 
more seconds left. You’ve got this.

CLIVE
(in pain)

I can’t! It’s too painful.

DANNY
(in pain)

You can do it, I believe in you.

CLIVE
(in pain)

I can’t.

DANNY
(in pain)

Yes you can. If you can’t, I’ll let 
go and sacrifice myself.

CLIVE
(in pain)

No, you can’t do it. I won’t let 
you.

Clive lets go of the bar, the seat underneath him opens up 
and he drops to his death. The bars cool down and the wheel 
starts moving. 

INT. GHOST HOUSE HALL. DAY.

Back to the present day now. Keith puts a reassuring arm on 
Danny’s shoulder.

DANNY
I just, I wish it was me, not him. 
I should have died. 

KEITH
How come you didn’t?
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The group are shocked.

KEITH (CONT'D)
What? There was nothing stopping 
you from just letting go, right?

DANNY
What are you implying?

KEITH
I’m not implying anything. I just-

MELANIE
Woah, hold on guys. Let’s not start 
getting at each others throats, 
okay? Let’s just, lets get some 
rest. We don’t know what the next 
task will entail. Okay?

DANNY
(reluctantly)

Okay.

The group all go to their hammocks. All of them except 
Melanie struggling to get into them. They lay down, the 
tension still in the air.

NICK
Okay it’s obviously still a bit 
tense here. Why don’t we lighten 
the mood?

DANNY
How? You got any alcohol?

TERRI
Hello? I can’t drink. It’s illegal.

DANNY
I think the police would allow it 
this time. 

NICK
No I don’t have drink. Or party 
games. But why don’t we talk about 
what we’re all going to spend our 
winnings on?

DANNY
New speaker system for my car. 
Shit, a new car.
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TERRI
Tuition at Gotham University. 
Studying molecular biology.

ANNA
Hospital bills.

An awkward silence.

TERRI
Fucking hospital bills man. Screw 
my studies. I’ll give you mine if I 
win.

ANNA
Oh I don’t need that much. 

TERRI
Just in case need more tests or 
shit.

ANNA
Thank you. And I’m sorry for 
calling you a psychopath earlier.

TERRI
Erm, you didn’t.

ANNA
Oh, must have just thought it. 

MELANIE
I want to start up a self defence 
class. 

ANNA
I have to ask, were you a soldier 
or something?

Melanie laughs.

MELANIE
Nothing quite as noble as that. 

EXT. BANK. DAY. (FLASHBACK)

We see a group of people in Joker masks exiting a bank 
clutching bags of cash. Melanie is sitting in the car, 
waiting to drive them away.
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INT. GHOST HOUSE HALL. DAY.

The group are shocked.

NICK
You worked with him?

TERRI
And you give me shit.

MELANIE
I worked for anybody who paid me. 

Confused silence.

MELANIE (CONT'D)
I was a mercenary. That was my 
final job. There was too much 
innocent bloodshed. I couldn’t deal 
with doing it anymore. 

ANNA
Hang on, so you used to work for 
him?

MELANIE
Not directly, but yeah.

ANNA
And you.

She points to Terri.

ANNA (CONT'D)
I assume you’ve like joined a fan 
club for him?

TERRI
I wish.

ANNA
Expressed support for him in 
public?

DANNY
With that tattoo. Anything she does 
will be seen as support for him.

Anna turns to Danny.

ANNA
You beat his game, so he’s 
obviously pissed off at you there.
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KEITH
Where do I fit in?

TERRI
Not in most chairs I’d guess. 

KEITH
Is that a fat joke?

TERRI
Why, does it weigh heavily on you?

KEITH
I wasn’t always like this you know. 
I held the long jump record at my 
college, still do in fact.

ANNA
What happened?

KEITH
I got my leg broken in three places 
in an incident at work. By the time 
it got fixed I had already changed 
into a more, how do I put it, 
sedentary lifestyle. 

ANNA
Where were you working?

KEITH
Ace Chemicals. Foiled a robbery, 
paid the price. 

TERRI
Did the robber wear a red hood?

KEITH
How did you know?

TERRI
Just connecting a few dots. 

KEITH
Was that him?

TERRI
There’s a theory on the internet 
that says so, nothing confirmed.

MELANIE
(to Nick)

How about you?
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NICK
I was a journali-

MELANIE
Well that’s obvious. 

She turns to Anna.

MELANIE (CONT'D)
That just leaves you.

ANNA
I don’t know. I’ve never had a run 
in with him. Never even seen him in 
real life, or been a witness to one 
of his crimes. Haven’t been in 
close vicinity to one.

TERRI
Bullshit, you know something, or 
someone. All of these games, 
they’re all to prove a point, they 
always are.

Anna points at Danny.

ANNA
Then why is he here?

DANNY
Like I said, I beat his game last 
time.

ANNA
Then why were you in that one in 
the first place.

KEITH
She’s got a point.

DANNY
What, no she doesn’t, she has no 
point.

The lights go out.

KEITH
Well, guess it’s time to sleep 
then. Ain’t like there’s anything 
else we can do.
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